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U.S. Depariment - 400 Seventh St., S.W.
of Trqngponction JAN 9 2001 Washington, D.C. 20590
Research and

Special Programs

Administration

Mr. David Teames Ref No. 00-0152

Design Manager

Green Bay Packaging Inc.
7901 S. Freeway

Fort Worth, TX 76134

Dear Mr. Teames:

This is in response to your letter requesting clarification of
the requirements for certification of a UN standard packaging
under the Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR; 49 CFR Parts 171-
180) . Specifically, you inquire whether a deliberate “”
increase in depth in the dimensions of an outer packaging would
constitute a new design under § 178.601(c) (4) and would, and
therefore, require qualification testing. You enclosed a letter
from the packaging assembler who assumes responsibility as the
manufacturer of the packaging. In the letter, the manufacturer
of the packaging states that this modification is not considered
a different packaging under the HMR.

The manufacturer is incorrect. Under the HMR,ithe manufacturer
identified on the packaging has the responsibility to ensure that
the packaging meets the UN standard to which it is certified.

As set forth in § 178.601(c¢c){(4), a change in structural design,
size, material of construction, wall thickness or manner of
construction is a different packaging. The only variances
allowed are those set forth in § 178.601(c) (4) (i) through {(vi)
and § 178.601(g). Therefore, any intentional increase in the
dimensions of a packaging would be considered a different
packaging and, therefore, require design gqualification testing.

I trust this satisfies your inguiry. Please contact us if we can
be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Wollee 2. M1

Hattie L. Mitchell
Chief, Regulatory Review and Reinvention
Office of Hazardous Materials Standards
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Sent By: GREEN BAY PAUCKAULNG] Qi BRI TV, 10 mEy we e myme—— ———ys g —e

Edward Mazzullo,

MY NAME IS DAVID TEAMES WITH GREEN BAY PKG. IN FORT WORTH. THAVE A
CUSTOMER THAT WE MAKE HAZ MAT BOXES FOR. THE CUSTOMER RECENTLY HAD HIS
BOX RE-CERTIFIED. LAST WEEK , HE CONTACTED ME AND ASKED IF HE INCREASED HIS
DEPTH OF HIS BOX BY 1/8 OF INCH IF HE HAD TO RE-.CERTIFY. I SENT HIM 178.601 (C) (4)
(V). 1SAID HE WOULD HAVE RE-CERTIFY, HE SENT ME THIS LETTER WHICH [ AM
SENDING, | WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR RULING ON THIS .

THANKS DAVID TEAMES
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TO: Larry Stanley — A&%A Box Co.
RE: Pepsi Caston 175ARL, 2x1 gallon glass

Thcpmpoaedclﬂngeshnhuom-ﬁminmmldimionsdommmccmbcyondme
spocifications noted in the UN certificate. The dimensions in the UN oertificete are outside
dimensions. Thess are not a very sccurate dimension, as they will vary deépending on how you
mcasure them on a carton. (At the top / middle / bottom / side w/mfy joint / side w/o mfg. joint.)

mWﬂmouﬁdedinwmionsncﬁmdisﬁouqﬁckwmplinmchbyﬂﬂd
stafl. Thiupmmimnhﬂcksofcmminsﬁpmcmwlﬂwutopminsmm cutting holes in the
_side to cheok internal dimensions.

‘Canonun.:mndcm jmtemmal dimensions not outside dimensions, as you well know, since
this is what controls the package fit in the carton.

Nominally thc &+~ of 1/8 in on dimensions. IFyou measure the Outside
Dirmnsion_soﬁhncmongou%l!ﬁndmmwiﬁ:hw%in foat.

_ memﬁonthstybnmfﬁ‘tointbemguhdom49ﬂkl78;ﬁmisanoﬁen—quotodm.
but usually in emor, Reviewing it You will see that Sec (¢) (3) refers to all pocknging in general,
If taken-at face value, no package manufactures can ever make all of the packages identical to the
décimal sach tirae. Mpm'ormtllu!colmgmd.)

(c)(9) A differerst packaging is ana thar differs (i.e. is not identical) from a previously |
produced packaging in structural design, 5s6, material of construclon, wall rhickness or
manner of construction but does not include:

'Whst the impnt of the regulstioas are; is to forcs mannfactures to manufactuge ¢artons in
the tested size and not use the certificate to make several different sizes, H you manufecture
m_mmummmmmmmmuwvmm
avewr, thars shauld be 1o lssue. The use of cartony that aye different by 2 non-debatable
mensure would be in non-compliance. (IE: Something Larger than the rormal manufacture float.)

Fmamﬁ%ampmdmmmﬁmmﬁnmq!ﬂxmmn
m&zmmﬂmumuymmﬂwmwwdghmﬁmmﬁct You may
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be close, but you will never make 1003 of the production the same as what was tested
otigieally. This is a fact of the corrugated mamufecture process.

. The wection that is often missed by manufeciures of packaging, (coxrugated suppliers),
that ace used by package manufactures, (Pepsi), is the following. 49 CFR. 178.601 (b)

{b) Responsibility. It is the respansibitity of the packaging manufacturer to assure that each
peckage i3 capable of passing the prescrided tesis. To the cxtent that a package assembly
jwecrwn. incheding final closwrs, 1s performed by the person who offers a hazardous motsrial for

transporiation. that person is respansible for performing the funciion in accordance with
$5173.22 and 178.2 of this subchaprer.

What this says is that Pepsi is responsible for complience of the package, we have chogen
toaowptﬁwmmnlﬁ-mlermcummﬂmthep«fmmwh There is no
guidance as to what +/- I acceptable in the regulations. W ars providing you with a
specification thal raquests an internal dimension for the carton. What we are changing is the
intarnal dimensions adding 1/8 * in some of them. Youcmntpufomﬂwwmphncecmcks.
26 yYou do not have botdes, closures, ctc.

If you disagree with this, w‘mrembmtbenawnmpktnmybciumdwithme
same listed dimensions; it all depends on what the lab teasures. .

Gy S“M“f/ 7,4,1————
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